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	 The aim of the NSO Symphony Orchestra (NSO), founded in 2011, is to capture the 
imagination with extraordinary performances, educational offerings and partnerships to bring 
people together in the United Arab Emirates. 
	 Our mission is to ‘‘engage, enrich and inspire‘‘ through a series of eight Classical and 
one Jazz concert each year.  In addition, six Chamber Music concerts, a Young Artist Concerto 
Competition and several exciting educational programmes for all ages are also included.
	 The NSO is made up of 60 professional musicians who are all resident in the UAE. Our 
cultural make-up is drawn from 20 nationalities.  Their combined talent and passion for music 
never fails to move an audience, whether it is with Classical and Romantic orchestral repertoire, 
Arabic music, Motion Picture Soundtracks, Broadway hits or Jazz. 
	 Musical director and conductor Andrew Berryman has a true mission to reach out and 
share his musical vision with the audience.  He is beloved for his welcoming stage presence and 
enthralls both seasoned concertgoers and newcomers with his warm approach from the podium 
and by the relaxed ethos of NSO‘s concerts.
	 As Founder and Executive Director, it has been a privilege and honour to work with so 
many talented individuals who have given their time and talents to see this oganisation come so 
far in just one season.  Not only the gifted musicians and musical director, but also administrative 
staff and volunteers who have given so much of themselves to see this vision of a resident 
orchestra of excellence for the UAE become a reality.
	 Our NSO corporate sponsors and supporting sponsorship programme members are a 
vital link to NSO‘s fiscal success. On our dynamic new website there is a section called ‘Support 
US‘.  This section explains the many ways for gift-giving to NSO.  All of our sponsors and partners 
are all truly, ‘Friends of the Orchestra‘. 
	 As an orchestra, we are in a unique position for global communication, as the 
language of music requires no translation and has the power to bring people closer together.  The 
NSO aspires through its performances to help make Abu Dhabi and the UAE a place where every 
culture, every nation, every tradition can meet and, through the universal language of the arts, 
relate to our common, human interest:  peace, tolerance, respect and mutual understanding.  The 
bridge between cultures and all people can be celebrated by making clear the connection we all 
have, culturally, musically and artistically. 
	 We thank you for being a part of our dream. 
 
Sincerely, 
Janet Hassouneh
Founder-Executive Director • NSO Symphony Orchestra

JANET HASSOUNEH • NSO FOUNDER AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR PROGRAMME • ‘‘A night at the movies... the sequel‘‘

 UAE National Anthem			   arr. Berryman 

Also Sprach Zarathustra-opening		   Richard Strauss, Op.30
2001 A Space Odyssey
 
Star Wars - Suite for Orchestra		  John Williams      
1.Main Title
2.Princess Leia
3.Yoda’s Theme
4.End Titles 
  
Escapades – Joy Ride 			    John Williams
Catch me if you Can       
Soloist: Mathew Curtis
 
Batman: The Dark Knight Rises		   Hans Zimmer arr. Ford
 
‘If’
Diary of Anne Frank			   Michael Nyman
Soloist: Henry Bennett
 
Zooster’s Breakout			   Hans Zimmer
Madagascar
 
Comptine d’un autre été: L’après-midi	 Yann Tierson arr. Andrew Berryman
Amélie                                                    
Soloist: Saraa Al Khabi
 
Symphony No. 10 Movt 2			   Dmitri Shostakovich
Pedro Almodovar›s
Ley del Deseo
(Law of Desire)
 
O Mio Babbino Caro			    Giacomo Puccini
A Room With A View
Soloist: Balqees Al Fathi
 
I Dreamed a Dream			   Claude-Michel Schönberg
Les Miserables
Soloist: Balqees Al Fathi
 
Riverdance				    Bill Whelan/Donal Lunny
Soloist: Balqees Al Fathi			   arr. Andrew Berryman 
 
Eternal Father				    Hans Zimmer arr. John Parkinson
Crimson Tide  
Featuring the NSO Youth Chorus



	

	 Andrew was the Principal Trombone with the Ulster Orchestra from 1980-84 and 
the Halle Orchestra from 1984-2008.  During the latter period he was also a trombone tutor 
at the Royal Northern College of Music, Salford University and Chethams School of Music.
	 As a soloist Andrew has performed with many of the UK’s orchestras and 
ensembles including the Halle Orchestra, the Ulster Orchestra, the BBC Concert 
Orchestra and abroad with The Royal Oman Symphony Orchestra as well as many of the 
countries leading Brass Bands. He has also appeared as guest principal with the London 
Symphony Orchestra and the London Philharmonic Orchestra.
	 During his time with the Halle Andrew was a founder member of Halle Brass 
and Halle Rock and was very active in the Halle education department, delivering 
‘outreach’ programmes and concerts.  He also worked as an ‘animateur’, introducing 
classical music to thousands of children and families.
	 Andrew has given clinics and masterclasses in most of the UK’s leading 
institutions of higher education, and abroad at Julliard, Manhatten School of Music and 
The Hong Kong Academy of Performing Arts.  Norway has been part of Andrew’s busy 
schedule for many years and has included recitals, conducting and adjudicating at the 
Norwegian Championships and Siddis Brass.  Andrew has also adjudicated at the 
European Brass Band Championships and the prestigious BBC Young Musician of the 
Year Competition, a competition that in 2008 was won by one of Andrew’s students, 
Peter Moore, aged 12.
	 Andrew is currently the Musical Director of the NSO Symphony Orchestra.

	 Mark Batten is Head of Academic Music at Brighton College and has 
extensive experience as a choral director. He studied at Birmingham Conservatoire in 
the UK, holding organ scholarships at the city’s two cathedrals and graduating with a 
Masters degree and the prize for organ performance.
	 Following periods of teaching at several schools in the UK, Mark was 
appointed to his position at Brighton College in 2011. Mark is delighted to be the 
Musical Director of the NSO’s Youth Chorus and is looking forward to developing an 
exciting relationship between the orchestra and young singers in Abu Dhabi. 

Andy berryman • NSO Music Director and Principal Conductor

NSO YOUTH CHORUS • Musical Director, Mark Batten

abudhabiclassicfm.ae @abudhabiclassic/abudhabiclassicfm

91.6 Abu Dhabi • 87.9 Dubai • 105.2 Al Ain

Fans of classical music in the UAE have never had it so good. Whilst an endless stream of global 
superstars comes here to perform, the local scene is expanding apace and The NSO Symphony Orchestra 
is right at the heart of it. Abu Dhabi Classic FM’s listenership has increased exponentially over the past 
twelve months, highlighting the UAE’s growing appetite for quality accessible classical music.

We’re proud to be associated with the orchestra and wish them best of luck for the 2013/2014 season.

	
  



ORCHESTRA PERSONNEL

1st VIOLINS	  
Min Yang
Tracey Keeley
Nadine Artuhanava
Crosby Barrett
Simona Cmrecnjak
Vicky Vandy
Lisa Janicke
Clare Hurrell

2nd VIOLINS 
Rachel Barton
Anna Elwood
Andriy Khomyakevych
Natalie Oughourlian
Dorothy Byers
Colm de Bhuinn

VIOLAS	  
Nicholas Kohn*
Jennie Foster
Song Goeun
Barnaby Priest
Dan Turcanu
Caroline Quayum
 	  
CELLOS	  
Katherine Denton
Blerta Sokoli
Sascha Dallas
Helena Charleux
Molly-Alice Carter

BASS	  
Saroj K Bhattarai
 	  
FLUTES	  
Amelia Thorne
Emma Houlihan
Sarah Smith

OBOES	  
Jerome Broun 

CLARINET	  
Christopher Spencer
Dan Miles

Saxophone	
Mathew	 Curtis
 	  
BASSOONS	  
Jonathan	Armes
Teodor Valentin Iiiescu
	
FRENCH HORNS	  
Daniel Anthony
Jennifer McKay
Javed Mohammed Qasin
Neil Atkinson
 	  
TRUMPETS	  
Mark Gibson
Neil Cuthbertson
 	  

TROMBONES	  
Nicholas Hudson
Mark Thompson
 	  
BASS TROMBONE
Emma Johnson
 	  
TUBA	  
Kevin Bird
 	  
PERCUSSION	  
Ron Vint
Douglas Caskie
Ron Malanga

HARP	
Viktoria Belozor
 	  
PIANO	  
Ioannis Potamousis 

Conductor	
Andrew Berryman

NSO Youth Chorus
Mark Batten, Conductor

*NSO Professional Development
  Programme - Student Intern

International Music Institute
is Proud to Support The NSO Symphony Orchestra

Piano, strings, wind & 
percussion instruments

sale and rent

International Music Institute
Abu Dhabi • Al Bandar • Dubai
www.imi-jmc.net

Associated Board of the Royal School of Music
UK Based Music Examinations
Local Representative of Abu Dhabi

• Individual & Group Lessons
• Piano & Music Theory
• Strings (Guitar, Violin, Cello, Harp)
• Wind, Brass Instruments and Drum
• Singing and Voice Training
• Arts and Painting Classes
• Pre-Music Group Class
• Dance Lessons
• Eggshakers Baby Class

Abu Dhabi
Tel   +971.2.621.1949
        +971.2.621.1299

Al Bandar
Tel   +971.2.557.7602
        +971.2.555.4268

Dubai
Tel    +971.4.321.2588

ABRSM

ABRSM

ABRSM



	

CELEBRATING
COLLABORATION.

DEEPER UNDERSTANDING. BETTER SOLUTIONS.

BakerBotts.com
© 2013 Baker Botts

 

The NSO Symphony Orchestra brings together many talents to create an extraordinary 
musical experience. At Baker Botts, we understand that  success depends upon 
collaboration. This is why, as one of leading law firms in the Middle East, we believe 
our collaborative approach improves the results we secure for our clients. Our firm 
offers a distinguished Middle East team committed to the region’s continued 
prosperity including development in the arts. Our lawyers, who  have experience in 
corporate, finance, governmental, projects, oil and gas, real estate and other matters, 
congratulate the NSO Symphony Orchestra on their concert season. 

ABU DHABI      AUSTIN      BRUSSELS      BEIJING      DALLAS      DUBAI      HONG KONG      HOUSTON    
LONDON      MOSCOW      NEW YORK      PALO ALTO      RIO DE JANEIRO      RIYADH      WASHINGTON

BIOGRAPHIES

Balqees Fathi  
	 Having started her professional musical career 
in September 2011, Balqees was a winner of the L’Officiel 
award of inspiring women as the “Best Arab Talent of the 
Year 2012“. She was also crowned “Best Arab New 
Female Artist“ for the year 2011 according to votes in 
Zahrat Al Khaleej and Al Sada magazines, as well as the 
“Best Arab Female Singer“ in Katara concert at the opera 
house during the honouring ceremony of prince Bader 
Bin AbdulMohsen. From the start of her musical career, 
Balqees was spotted for her distinguished performance 
of songs written by Shaikh Hamdan Bin Mohamed Bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum who is a huge supporter of Balqees’ 
superb talent. Balqees also participated as a key jury 
member in selecting the most talented university students 
in the UAE.  
	 With her songs topping the musical charts for 
continuous weeks on the most popular radio stations in 
the Gulf, Balqees is well known as being the first female 
Khaliji singer to sing in multi languages and is set to 
become one of the most recognized talents worldwide.

	 Baritone Henry Bennett released his first solo 
album aged twelve, a critically acclaimed collaboration 
with composer Howard Goodall. He received a scholarship 
to study singing with Mark Wildman at the Royal Academy 
of Music and has a Bachelor of Music from Goldsmiths 
College. He’s sung with English Touring Opera and 
appeared at the Three Choirs Festival, the Royal Albert 
Hall, St. Johns Smith Square, the Royal Opera House, 
Birmingham Symphony Hall, and the Boston Shell. He 
was a Gentleman of the Chapel Royal, Hampton Court 
Palace. In 2010 Henry launched Hunan University Opera 
to provide an outlet for young performers in Central 
China. His ideas have led to commissions from Abu Dhabi 
Ministry of Culture and the Sharjah Art Foundation. He is 
widely sought as an educator, providing specialist 
instruction to aspiring young singers throughout the 
Emirates.



	

SPONSORSHIP PROGRAMMES

	 Corporate Level Sponsorships that range from Bronze to Platinum are available to 
benefit you, your clients, your company and the 2013-2014 NSO season of concerts and 
educational programmes. 

	 Corporate Level Sponsorships as well as the Musical Chairs and Friends of the 
Orchestra programmes listed below are indeed the ’gift that keep on giving’.

To learn more,  please contact: info@uaenso.org or visit our website: www.uaenso.org	

	 The NSO hugely values the kindness of people like you.  Being a NSO Friend of the 
Orchestra offers a range of unique benefits that bring you closer to UAE’s biggest orchestra and 
their fascinating journey to the international stage. Become a Friend of the Orchestra with NSO 
and share our passion for performance at the highest level. Demonstrate this by contributing DHS 
1,000 a year to the Orchestra:

Friends of the Orchestra will have their name listed in all main event programs during the season.

Invitation to a “Meet the Conductor” Reception for you and a guest. You will have the extraordinary 
opportunity to brush shoulders with the conductor of NSO at a pre-concert reception. You will 
receive a special invitation with the date, time, and location during the regular NSO season.

Invitation for two to a NSO Symphony Orchestra working rehearsal. Get an insider’s view of the 
making of a NSO concert when you become a Friend of the Orchestra. A schedule of available 
working rehearsals will be sent to the email on record to all Friends of the Orchestra Members.

Friends of the orchestra PROGRAMME

w w w . u a e n s o . o r g

Take a musical trip around the world in just 80 minutes with the NSO
and their performance of exciting symphonic masterpieces from around
the globe. 

Around the World
in 80 minutes... (Part 1)

Thursday November 7, 2013 
5PM Matinee & 8PM Evening Gala
The National Theatre - Abu Dhabi
Tickets:		  Evening Gala • VIP 250, Gold 200, Silver 150, Student 100 (Age 8+)

		  Matinee • VIP 150, Gold 125, Silver 75, Student 50 (Age 11 & Under) 
Box Office:		  www.uaenso.org • www.timeouttickets.com •  Spinneys-Khaladiya 
Information:	 info@uaenso.org • www.uaenso.org

		  NSO‘s Official Rehearsal Residence is Brighton College-Abu Dhabi 

Official Event partner

TICKETS

ON SALE
NOW 



	

	

	 NSO presents a varied and entertaining concert series in Abu Dhabi for music 
lovers in our 2013 - 2014 concert season which combines the rich global traditions of 
contemporary and classical music with the many talented guest Emirati musicians and 
professional resident musicians of the UAE.

	W hen you join our Musical Chairs programme, you are enabling the NSO to 
continue delivering inspiring concert and educational events of the highest quality.

In recognition of your gift, you will receive:

Name recognition in each of the NSO‘s main season concert colourful brochures and on the 
comprehensive NSO‘s website.

The opportunity to meet and talk with the musician in your sponsored chair.

A special invitation to sit on-stage at a rehearsal and see the world from the orchestra‘s point of 
view.

MUSICAL CHAIRS PROGRAMME

NSO Musical Chairs per annum

Concertmaster
Violin
Viola 

Cello 
Double Bass
Flute 

Oboe 
Clarinet
Saxophone

Bassoon
Horn
Trumpet

Trombone
Bass Trombone
Tuba

Percussion
Pianoforte/Celeste
Harp

Concertmaster chair: 5,000 AED • Instrumental chair: 3,000 AED

AbuDhabiWoman
.com

Share

Meet

LifeLaugh
Give



	

Founder – Executive Director		  Janet Hassouneh
Musical Director-Conductor			   Andrew Berryman
Finance Director				    Emma Johnson
Chief Operations Officer			   Vicky Vandy
Chief Legal Counsel, Baker Botts L.L.P. 	 Adnan Amiri
Art Director                                           	 Maha Younes
Communications Director                       	 Anisa Khan
Social Media Manager                           	 Liz Smith
Website and IT                                      	 Tandom Communications
Orchestral Personnel Director                 	 Emma Johnson
Chamber Music Series Director            	 Rachel Barton
Education Director                                	 Lauren Turner
YACOCO Director                                 	I oannis Potamousis
Production & Stage Management           	 Graeme Roberts
Front of House Manager & Set Designer 	L aura Roberts
Ticketing Manager				   Joy Mills

	 NSO would like to thank those who have contributed to the birth of this 
orchestra and the launch of our 2013- 2014 season: 

2011 Founding NSO Steering Committee:
Jennifer Brooks, Gianluca Marciano, Amy Subaey, Dorothy Byers, Laura 
Roberts, Mathew Curtis, Banu Fields, Simon Greene, Amine Salameh, Dianne 
Ritz-Salminen.

licensing for the NSO Symphony Orchestra, NSO FZ-LLC. 
Twofour54 - Abu Dhabi Media Zone
For their incredible support in providing the necessary licensing for the NSO 
Symphony Orchestra, FZ-LLC. 
 
Abu Dhabi Choral Group         
Front of House and Usher Volunteers
NSO Youth Choir Risers
 
Abu Dhabi Woman - Friends of the Orchestra Founding Guild
Members: Judy Price • Karine Morency Flinter • Angela Cockerton • Jenny Read
Kelly Smith • Bisma Loan • Gina Peach • Judith Francis • Edith Schlag 
Dr Jennifer Moore

nso administration

Acknowledgments

+971 2 815 6504  dreed@brightoncollege.ae    www.brightoncollege.ae

An outstanding co-educational British style independent 
school invites you to their

Senior School 
Open Day 

New Sixth Form opening in 2014

Senior School (13+ to 16+) Thursday 24th October 1.00pm to 4.00pm

Brighton College supports the NSO in achieving excellence



	

Aims
To Unite, Amaze, Engage and Educate the UAE community through music.

Objectives
Educate the community, (primarily students & young adults), with touring NSO
chamber groups visiting schools, universities, and music institutions providing
performances and master classes.
Invite schools to a ‘children’s concert day’- interactive & accessible music aiding 
children to learn more about music, instruments & composers.
Develop training initiatives to encourage more Emirati students to play an instrument.
Create stimulating collaborative projects which involve students & NSO players.

NSO 2013 EDUCATION PROGRAMMES
• PRE-CONCERT TALKS
• Seminar Days with Mark Batten/BCAD
• NSO OPERA NOW!
• My First Concert Series

YACOCO

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & EDUCATION PROGRAMS

The NSO Symphony Orchestra
 is proud to announce its second

Young Artists Concerto Competition 
(YACOCO).

The competition is open to: Piano and Strings.

The winners will perform with the NSO
during their 2014 - 2015 season.

Thursday February 27
Friday February 28 &
Saturday March 1, 2014 

Application deadline: January 10, 2014
Competition Venue: Brighton College

Application and Information can be downloaded from the NSO website:
www.uaenso.org
For further information please contact: competition@uaenso.org



	

2013 SEASON CALENDAR OF EVENTS

THURSDAY
November 7

2013

Around the World in 80 minutes...
Venue: The National Theatre - Abu Dhabi

Take a musical trip around the world in just 80 minutes with 
the NSO and their performance of exciting symphonic 
masterpieces from around the globe. 

NSO Three Tenors
Venue: Brighton College - Abu Dhabi

Come hear the exciting sounds of the ’NSO Three Tenors’ in a 
vocal concert of beloved Opera arias, Neapolitan songs and 
Broadway and popular hits. You’ll not want to miss this one! 

FRIDAY
November 8

2013

THURSDAY
November 7

2013

NSO National Day Gala
Venue: TBA

NSO returns to honour the UAE’s 42nd National Day in a 
festive symphony concert. This majestic programme will 
include an exciting fanfare, powerful orchestral works and 
feature talented UAE guest performing and visual artists. 
Start your National Day celebrations with NSO!

TBA

Video Games Live-Dubai
Venue: Dubai Word Trade Centre

Video Games Live is an award-winning immersive concert 
event featuring music from the most popular video games of 
all time. 

FRIDAY
DECEMBER 13

2013

Chamber Music Concert: Con Anima
Venue: Brighton College - Abu Dhabi

An unusual vocal concert with guest international soprano, 
composer, actress Gretchen Hewitt and NSO Chamber 
Musicians.

monday
November 25

2013



JUMEIRAH AT ETIHAD TOWERS
The venue of A Night at the Movies...The Sequel

You are different. That is why we have created a modern urban lifestyle 
experience in the cosmopolitan city of Abu Dhabi that is sure to exceed  
your every expectation.
Introducing Jumeirah at Etihad Towers in the heart of Abu Dhabi.

For reservations please contact +971 2 811 5888 or visit jumeirah.com


